
I generally support the discontinuance of Morse code testing for ENTRY level 
amateur licenses.  However, I feel that Morse code is still highly useful as a 
communications tool, due to it's simplicity and ability to be used by persons 
who have visual or auditory deficiencies, as well as requiring the simplest of 
electronic equipment to transmit and receive effectively.  But in order for it 
to be truly useful as a COMMUNICATIONS tool,  more proficiency than just a 
minimum memorization of the code characters is necessary.  Morse needs to be 
learned to the point where it becomes a "comfortable" communications tool, and 
that takes the proficiency requirement to somewhere in the neighborhood of 13-15 
WPM. For this reason, I believe that the highest class of Amateur license, the 
Amateur Extra, should require demonstrated proficiency in BOTH sending Morse 
code by hand and receiving by ear and copying correctly on paper at a rate not 
less than 12 WPM.  The tests should require actual copy, and not be a "multiple 
guess" type test. 


